
Average Risks of Everyday Activities

Rank Activity/Cause
Average # of

Deaths per Year

30 Smoking 150,000

29 Alcoholic Beverages 100,000

28 Motor Vehicles 50,000

27 Handguns 17,000

26 Electric Power Generation 14,000

25 Motorcycles 3,000

24 Swimming 3,000

23 Surgery 2,800

22 Medical X-rays 2,300

21 Railroads 1,950

20 Private Aviation 1,300

19 Large Scale Construction 1,000

18 Bicycles 1,000

17 Hunting Accidents 800

16 Home Appliances 200

15 Firefighting 195

14 Police Work 160

13 Contraceptives 150

12 Commercial Aviation 130

11 Nuclear Power 100

10 Mountain Climbing 30

9 Power Mowers 24

8 HS & College Football 23

7 Skiing 18

6 Vaccinations 10

5 Food Coloring *

4 Food Preservatives *

3 Pesticides *

2 Prescription Antibiotics *



1 Spray Cans *

* Too low to accurately estimate

Data from Sinclair, Radiology v. 136, pp. 1-9


